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In Aygust 1950 Paul larkpraf, formerly President of the East Berlin
Police, returned from i'oscow, vhere he and other higheranking vp
officers had attended a special course of instruction, allegedly a
general-staff indoctrination covering in cetail all phases of a 50~
called"X-Day.' Other officers received sirilar indoctrination in the
Soviet Zone of Jeruany

In Aupust 1950 Paul Larkgraf attended a neeting of two hundred specially
sclected and reliable VP officers, at which ilarshal Vasili Sokolovsky,
Deputy llinister of Defense, delivered a speech, Sokolovsky severely
attacked the estern Povers which were about to unleoash a nev war against
the U.3,56.1, and prophesied that they were doomed to disastrous defeat,
worse than that experienced by ditler. o also saic that he was addressing
the "elite of JernanyV,; and that Jermany would soon have the opportunity
of coupletely rehabilitating hergelf, Sokolovsly had come from Prague to
deliver this speech. The dar alter the meeting, larshal Chuikov gave a
reception for Gokolovsky, vhich was also attended by the key functionaries
of the 71D, v =

O 1 October 1949 a group of 150 to 160 VP officers left Lorlin for the
U.5.5.R. to attend a training course which was concucted at a Soviet

- military acadery at a troop training rrounds near Sgratove The sroup con-

b

sisted primarily of former rezular officers including captains, ma jors and one
lieutenant colonel, and included five veterans of the Spanish Civil Jar and

a number of businessian and engineers, most of thein former KPD functicnaries,
Praminent amonz these were former Berlin Police President Paul ilarkgraf, the
Thuringian Minister of the Inte'rio:} and the Police Prosidents of Thuringia

and Saxony,
The VP officers were billeted in two lar se dormitory rooms and were kept in

‘complete isolation from Soviet military personnel; except irstructors, i
They were restricted to quarters and barred from anr contact with the civilian
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Corment., The installations kuown to be in Saratov include

an intantry military schooly two tank militsary schools for

officer candidsbes, who are promoted to the rank of junior lieube-

nant upon gradustions and a tank training grounds. §ith the excep-

tion of the Fruuze Military Academy in Meoocow, the Soviet military
academies train only officers of one branch of service. It appears
unlikely that Jcvman guns sheuld have been used for artillery training

in the U,5.8.R. There has never been a Germen 180-mm howitzer ("Hoerser'),
the German Arwy saving been equipped i th model 1918 210-mm howltzers
(MrosrserY) and & 170-wn gun on howibzer mount,
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